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three revolutionary governments combined against Austria, the
conservative power that was hindering the unity of Italy and
Germany. In 1859 Napoleon, with his army, aided Sardinia to
begin the Italian union, by beginning to drive Austria out of
Italy; in 1866, by his neutrality, he helped Prussia to begin the
German union by driving Austria out of Germany. Both unions
were completed by the defeat of France in 1870.

The first nationalist war in 1859 ended the reactionary period.
The absolutist system, which had been in practice since 1849,
was no longer defended in theory; the educated public still dis-
approved of the French idea of democratic revolution, but it*
was permeated with English liberalism and enamoured of self-
government and aristocratic representative institutions. Within
ten years there came all over Europe, aided by the governments,
a revival of liberalism which produced a general transformation
in political institutions. From these peaceful revolutions has
resulted the Europe of to-day.

England, by the electoral reform of 1867, succeeded to a demo-
cratic parliamentary system. France, by a series of concessions
from the Emperor, secured a constitutional government ap-
proaching the parliamentary system, almost liberal and com-
pletely democratic.

Austria, under the pressure of financial distress, adopted a
constitutional system with an aristocratic suffrage, " the repre-
sentation of interests." She then went through a crisis of con^-
flicts between the predominating Germans, who wished to pre-
serve the centralized system, and the subordinate nationalities,
Magyars, Czechs, Poles, and Slovenians, who joined the old-
regime parties, aristocracy and clergy, in the demand for federal-
ism. The'final settlement was accomplished by separation into
two states united toward foreign nations: Hungary, which re-
vived the aristocratic parliamentary system established during
the revolution of 1848; Austria, which retained the centralized
constitutional system, with ascendency of the German element
and a withdrawal of power from the clergy.

In Prussia, after long conflict with the parliamentary party,
the conservative ministry, from 1862 to 1866, took advantage of
its military victories to establish, as a compromise, a military
constitutional system which left the ruling power,to the King
and his ministers. In Germany, it established, in 1867, the union
under a common constitutional government with democratic suf-
frage, monarchical-democratic military service on the Prussian